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On The Cover: Once upon a time the use of 
young football players was considered a recipe 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE for losing. But now freshmen play a significant 
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role for very good football teams. A handful of 
freshmen are already seeing action for Bama, and 
even those who are not playing in games this 
year appear capable of being very good in the fu- 
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Football Prospects: 
State Skill Position Players Shine 25 
Quarterback Brodie Croyle and tailback Carnell Williams lead a group of great skill position players 
who are senior football prospects in Alabama high schools this year. by James Edwards 
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Not A Problem 

In the increasingly unlikely event that 
Alabama's football team can make it to a 
bowl game, a new SEC regulation will not 
affect the Crimson Tide. After it was re- 
vealed that as many as a half dozen SEC 
football players had participated in bowl 
games, even though they had not passed a 
single class during the season, the league 
mandated that any player participating in a 
bowl game must have passed at least six 
hours in the previous semester. It will also 
apply in baseball, tennis, golf, outdoor track 
and field and softball-sports played in one 
semester in which the post-season activity 
can come alter the semester. 

This regulation will not affect Alabama or 
Florida, SEC schools which have had those 
regulations in place for some time. Last year 
Alabama held athletes out of the Orange 
Bowl and out of the NCAA softball tourna- 
ment for failure to meet the six-hour re- 
quirements. 


Expansion 

When Alabama Athletics Director Mal 
Moore reported to The University Board of 
Trustees on an upcoming fund-raising 
drive, attention was drawn to the possibility 
of another expansion of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. However, it is no more than just a 
possibility. The reason for discussion of an 
expansion is the extraordinary demand for 
tickets this season. The next expansion of 
the stadium (which currently seats 83,818) 
would be in the North end zone, where 
there is also the possibility of adding a 
parking deck. 

However, that is only one of a number of 
areas in which money is needed for facili- 
ties, Moore said. The need for facilities 
maintenance and expansion is the thrust of 
the Crimson Tradition Fund, a drive to raise 
$40 million. 


Mike Davis 

One of the major news stories of the year 
was the firing of long-time and legendary 
Indiana Basketball Coach Bobby Knight. 
And a part of that story was the elevation of 
Assistant Coach Mike Davis to the position 
of interim head coach. 

Davis went to Indiana from Alabama, 
where he had served as an assistant to for- 
mer Tide Coach David Hobbs. 

Davis, a native of Fayette, was a four-year 
starter for the Crimson Tide, his freshman 
year in 1980 under C.M. Newton, his final 
three seasons (1981-83) under Wimp 
Sanderson. He ranks 25th on Bama’ all-time 
scoring list with 1,211 points, and third in 
career steals with 165. He was winner of the 
“Hustle Award” all four seasons at Bama. He 
is probably best remembered for two games. 
In an SEC Tournament game against 
Kentucky in 1983, Davis broke his thumb, 
but still scored 19 points to lead Bama to a 
69-64 upset win. And in Alabama's 70-67 
upset of number one ranked UCLA in 
Pauley Pavilion in 1983, Davis scored two 


6 


free throws in the final seconds to preserve 
the victory. 

Davis served as a coach and player/coach 
in the CBA before joining Hobbs’ staff in 
1995. He went to Indiana in 1997. 

Although Davis will hire two new assistant 
coaches, replacing both Knight and Knight's 
son on the staff, he will retain John Treloar. 
lronically, Treloar also has an Alabama back- 
ground. Treloar had been a graduate assis- 
tant coach and academic counselor at 
Alabama, 1980-82, and later worked with 
Davis in the CBA. 


David Hobbs 

After a couple of years out of basketball, 
former Tide Basketball Coach David Hobbs is 
back in the Southeastern Conference. Hobbs, 
who was top assistant to Wimp Sanderson at 
Bama before replacing Sanderson, has joined 
the staff of Tubby Smith at Kentucky. 


Winter Practice 

Although the primary winter sports of 
men’s and women’s basketball are not per- 
mitted to begin practice until Saturday, 
October 14, a couple of other winter sports 
are well under way. Both the men’s and 
women’s swimming and diving teams of 
Coach Don Wagner and the gymnastics 
squad of Coach Sarah Patterson have begun 
workouts. 

Swim competition begins October 6 as the 
Tide hosts the SEC Sectional Meet, which 
includes SEC Western Division teams 
Arkansas, Auburn, LSU and Alabama. 

Alabama will begin defense of its 2000 
SEC Gymnastics championship in January. 
This year’s team includes 18 performers (12 
of them members of the 2000 team), the 
largest squad in the 23 years Patterson has 
coached the Tide. 


Woman Of The Year 

Recent gymnastics graduate Lexa Evans 
will travel to Indianapolis, Indiana, on 
Sunday, October 15, for the NCAA Woman 
of the Year banquet. Evans, an All-America 
and Scholastic All-America, will represent 
the state of Alabama at the ceremony. Evans 
is currently in graduate school at Alabama, 
pursuing a Master's in public relations. 

Evans is the fifth Alabama gymnast to earn 
NCAA Woman of the Year accolades since 
the award’s 1991 inception. Katherine 
Kelleher (1992) and Dana Dobransky 
(1993) both earned state honors while 
Meredith Willard (1997) and Merritt Booth 
(1998) were both top-10 finalists. 

The award honors the balance of athletics, 
academics and community service. Evans 
was captain of Bama’s SEC championship 
team. 

“I am so proud of her,” Alabama Head 
Coach Sarah Patterson said. “Lexa’s success 
isn't built on a large amount of talent but on 
her insistent drive and perseverance. This 
award is testament to the tremendous career 
that she carved out for herself through shear 
determination. She typifies the kind of ca- 


reer we want for all our ladies, one in which 
she succeeded in the gym, in academics and 
the world outside of both.” 


Cross Country Honors 

Senior Chris Mutai won the [first two 
events of the cross country season, the 
Tulane Invitational and the Alabama hosted 
Crimson Classic, helping lead his team to a 
second and third place finish respectively. 
For his efforts he was named SEC Athlete of 
the Week for cross country. 

And while the SEC office didn’t see fit to 
reward her efforts, junior Ashley LaBudde 
has done a bang up job for the women’s 
squad, finishing third at Tulane and winning 
the Crimson Classic. LaBudde, stricken with 
asthma, sat out last year’s indoor and out- 
door track seasons. 

Alabama will host the SEC Championships 
at Harry Pritchett Golf Course on October 
30, and will also host the NCAA District IX 
Championships November 11. 


Spring Is In The Air 

Even though college spring sports are, by 
definition, those which take place in the 
spring semester, there is activity in those 
areas in the fall with men’s and women’s ten- 
nis and golf competition. 

The men’s golf team of Coach Dick Spybey 
has gotten good play from a couple of 
Pensacola, Florida, performers. Wesley Pate, 
the son of legendary Tide golfer Jerry Pate, 
and Nick Rousey, a former national junior 
college champion, along with returning star 
Are Larsen have paced the Tide to one tour- 
nament championship (College of Charles- 
ton at Kiawah Island, South Carolina) and 
one fourth place finish (Minnesota 
Invitational). The Tide has three more tour- 
naments this fall-the Hillman Robbins 
Memorial in Memphis October 2-3, the Jerry 
Pate Intercollegiate, which Bama will host at 
Old Overton in Birmingham, October 16-17; 
and the Stanford Invitational in Pal Alto, 
California, October 27-29. 

The women’s team of Coach Betty Palmer 
finished sixth in the Auburn Invitational 
and was scheduled for the FSU Invitational 
at Destin, Florida, September 29-October 1; 
the Outback Shoot-Out at The Legends Club 
in Franklin, Indiana, October 9-10; and the 
Pine Needles Invitational in Southern Pines, 
North Carolina, November 6-8. 

This was the 15th year the Crimson Tide 
women’s tennis program hosted the Roberta 
Alison Fall Classic, but the first year of a 
new format that broke the 70-plus athletes 
into nine singles and five doubles draws. 
When the last yellow ball bounced, the 
Alabama team of Coach Jenny Mainz had 
four singles titles. 

Junior captain Becca Baum, junior Selia 
Mathew, senior Dominique Glinzler and 
freshman Emmanuelle Berard all won their 
respective draws. “We played consistently 
well through the tournament,” said Mainz. 
“For our first tournament our expectations 
were met. It was nice to host a tournament 
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and it could not have turned out better. We 
also gained confidence and that is what we 
were looking to do.” 

Still to come for the women are the Penn 
State Invitational October 6-8, the Riviera 
All-American in Palisades, California, 
October 14-23, the SEC Fall Coaches’ Classic 
at Stone Mountain, Georgia, October 20-23, 
and the ITA South Regionals in Mobile 
November 3-6. 

And the men’s tennis team of Coach 
Adam Steinberg, which finished last season 
ranked among the nation’s top teams, will 
play in the Lobo Invitational in Albuquer- 
que, New Mexico, October 6-8; the All- 
American Invitational in Adanta October 6- 
15; the Dartmouth Invitational in Hanover, 
New Hampshire, October 20-22; and the 
Rolex Regional III in Athens, Georgia, 
November 3-5. 


The Pate 

When former Alabama golfer and PGA 
Tour player Jerry Pate lent his name 16 years 
ago to a University of Alabama men’s golf 
tournament, it was with one stipulation: he 
wanted it to be an event that would make 
the state of Alabama proud. 

The Crimson Tide has succeeded in that, 
not only hosting the annual fall tournament 
at some of the state's premier courses like its 
former home at Shoal Creek and its current 
stop at Old Overton in Birmingham, but 
bringing in the country’s best teams. The aim 
is to bring as many of the previous season’s 
top national 20 finishers who figure promi- 
nently in the current preseason rankings. 

The 2000 Jerry Pate National will be held 
October 16-17, with PGA golfing great 
Curtis Strange kicking off the event as the 
players’ tournament banquet’s keynote 
speaker. The field of 12 includes the number 
one-ranked team in the country (MasterCard 
Collegiate Golf Rankings which are adminis- 
tered by the College Golf Foundation) 
Clemson, number 2 Georgia, number 3 
Georgia Tech, number 5 Houston, number 6 
Arizona, number 7 UNLV, number 8 
Oklahoma State, number 18 Auburn, num- 
ber 19 Brigham Young and number 22 
Southern California. The two teams that 
round out the field are the host, Alabama, 
which is ranked 29th by GolfWeek, and UAB. 

The tournament also features eight of the 
top 10 rated individuals in the nation’s men’s 
college ranks. 

Incidentally, Old Overton was designed by 
Pate, along with Tom Fazio. 


Teammates 

Two Alabama golfers were teammates at 
another level over the Labor Day weekend 
in Berlin, Germany. Are Larsen, who is in his 
third season with the Crimson Tide, and 
Crimson Tide freshman Lars Brovold made 
up half of Norway’s team in the World 
Amateur Golf Team Championships, also 
known as the Eisenhower Trophy tourna- 
ment. Teams from over 60 nations compet- 
ed. Norway was a surprising 18th in the 
tournament, which was won by the United 
States team. 


Baseball And Softball 
Although there are no games in the fall, 
both the Alabama baseball team of Coach 
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Jim Wells and the Crimson Tide softball 
team of Coach Pat Murphy are having fall 
practices. 

Baseball practices are at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday, and intrasquad games are 
played each weekend. Game times on 
Saturdays depend on Alabama’s football 
schedule. Sunday intrasquad games ordinar- 
ily start at 2 p.m. The fall practice will go 
through October and both daily sessions and 
intrasquad games are open to the public. 

The softball team is missing one of its top 
players for a few weeks as Kelly Kretschman 
is an alternate on the United States Olympic 
team in Sydney, Australia. The Tide will 
have intrasquad games on Sunday, October 
8, and Sunday, October 15, 


Baseball Attendance 

The Alabama baseball team set another at- 
tendance record during the 2000 college 
baseball season and the NCAA and Collegi- 
ate Baseball announced that Alabama's 
record-setting figure ranked second nation- 
ally among all Division I schools. 

The Crimson Tide drew a single-season 
record 211,331 fans in 34 home dates last 
season, an average of 6,216 fans per game. 
Prior to the 2000 season opener, 2,000 seats 
were added down the right field line, raising 
the Sewell-Thomas Stadium’s capacity to 
6,118. 

The previous record was established in 
1999 when Alabama attracted 172,264 fans 
in 41 home dates, which included three 
games of NCAA Regional and two games of 
NCAA Super Regional play. The Tide aver- 
aged 4,202 fans in 1999. The capacity in 
1999 was 4,107 seats. 

The Crimson Tide was one of five 
Southeastern Conference schools to rank 
among the Top 10 attendance figures last 
season. Ironically, the top three schools na- 
tionally hail from the SEC Western Division. 
LSU (286,874) led the nation in attendance 
for the fifth consecutive year, followed by 
Alabama, then Mississippi State (third, 
174,592), South Carolina (sixth, 134,207) 
and Arkansas (seventh, 121,066). 

Also among the nation’s Top teams were 
Texas (fourth, 174,114), Texas A&M (fifth, 
139,248), Florida State (eighth, 115,559), 
Fresno State (ninth, 114,232) and Wichita 
State (10th, 111,110). 

Alabama has set attendance records all six 
years that Jim Wells has been head coach 
and has ranked among the Top 10 nationally 
each of the three years. Alabama ranked 
seventh in 1998 (120,331), fifth in 1999 
(172,264) and second last year (211,331). 

On the field, Alabama posted its sixth 
straight 40-win season finishing with a 41- 
24 overall record. In addition, Alabama re- 
mains the only SEC team play in the NCAA 
Regional championship game each of the 
last six years. 


Hall Of Famer 

Former Alabama All-America Johnny 
Musso has been selected for induction into 
the National Football Foundation and 
College Hall of Fame. Induction will be 
December 12 in New York at the founda- 
tion’s 43rd annual awards dinner. 

In addition to Musso, Marcus Allen of 
Southern Cal, Kurt Burris of Oklahoma, Dan 


Dierdorf of Michigan, Bob Dove of Notre 
Dame, John Elway of Stanford, Michael 
Haynes of Arizona State, Terry Hoage of 
Georgia, Stan Jones of Maryland, Johnny 
Rodgers of Nebraska, Joe Schmidt of 
Pittsburgh, Harley Sewell of Texas, Billy Ray 
Smith of Arkansas and Eddie Talboom of 
Wyoming. Terry Donahue of UCLA and 
Forest Evashevski of Hamilton, Washington 
State and Lowa will be inducted as coaches. 

Musso joins 17 other Alabama players 
who have been enshrined in the College 
Football Hall of Fame. 

As a halfback for the Crimson Tide from 
1969-71, Musso earned All-America honors 
in 1970 and 1971, including being a unani- 
mous selection in’71. He was SEC Player of 
the Year in 1971 by the Nashville Banner, the 
Atlanta Touchdown Club and the Birming- 
ham Quarterback Club. 

Known as the “Italian Stallion”, Musso 
was National Back of the Week after gaining 
167 yards in the Tide’s 31-7 win over 
Auburn in 1971 in a meeting of undefeated 
teams. 

He was the 1971 offensive team captain 
and also earned academic All-America and 
National Scholar Athlete honors that year. 
He was a member of the all-decade team of 
the 1970s and was on Alabama Team of the 
Century. 

He finished his Bama career with 2,741 
yards rushing and 34 touchdowns and 495 
yards and four touchdowns receiving. 


Olympic Connection 

This year's Summer Olympics Games in 
Sydney, Australia, featured a number of per- 
formers and staff members with connections 
to The University of Alabama. 

Former Alabama basketball star Antonio 
McDyess, now performing in the National 
Basketball Association, was a member of this 
year’s Dream Team, the United States basket- 
ball team. Another professional athlete, Tim 
Young, a former Alabama pitcher, was on the 
United States baseball team, which was 
made up primarily of minor league players. 

Kelly Kretschman, an All-America softball 
player for Bama, was an alternate on the 
United States softball team. 

Senior Tide swimmer Oren Azrad swam a 
leg on Israel's 400-meter freestyle relay team. 
Recent graduate Glen Waldshaw was the 
100- and 200-meter freestyle star for 
Zimbabwe. Former Crimson Tider Stavros 
Michaelides was representing Cyprus for the 
third time in Olympics competition. Former 
Tide swimmer Rania Elwani was the 50- and 
100-meter freestyle star for Egypt. Former 
Tide diver Rafael Alvarez was representing 
Spain for a second time in Olympics compe- 
tition, 

In track and field, former Alabama sprint- 
er Katie Anderson was competing in the 
110-meter hurdles for Canada. It was her 
fourth Olympics. And former Tide jumper 
Andrew Owusu was representing Ghana for 
the second time. 

Sandy Fowler, head coach of Alabama’s 
women’s track and field team, was an assis- 
tant coach for the American women’s team. 
She was in charge of throwing events. 

Jimmy Robinson, Alabama's team doctor, 
was one of eight “roving physicians” for the 
United States teams. 


The Freshmen: 


| This Could B 


An update on members of 
the freshmen of 2000 
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ack on Signing Day in February, after 
Bie: had reeled in yet another 

nationally-ranked football recruiting 
class, Tide fans were assuming the best. 
With speed and athleticism from top to bot- 
tom, how could the class of 2000 not make 
an immediate impact on the field for the 
Tide? Call it the “Saleem Syndrome.” 
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Unless a highly-touted recruit steps in and 
starts his freshman season, he’s somehow 
failed. 

The truth is that even the most gifted ath- 
letes need time to mature and develop into 
all-stars. However, with six “sometimes 
starters” in the 1999 recruiting class 
(Saleem Rasheed, Dante Ellington, Gerald 
Dixon, Kenny King, Jarret Johnson and 
Antonio Carter), its understandable many 
would lose sight of that fact. And it was 
early production by those "99 signees that 
helped fuel unrealistic expections for this 
year’s team. 

“I think we were spoiled last year with 
the freshmen starters,” said Tide Defensive 
Coordinator Ellis Johnson. “Of course, we 
needed more help last year than this year. 
Realistically, | don’t think we were counting 
on as many of (the 2000 signees) breaking 
into the lineup and taking as many snaps as 
happened in ’99.” 

Judged against the standard of early 
starters, there’s no doubt that the class of 
1999 beats this year’s group. As recruiting 
coordinator, it’s part of Ronnie Cottrell’s job 
to assemble each year’s class. For a couple 
of reasons, he believes that assessment may 
not hold true forever. “I really like this 
group,” Cottrell said. “I think its going to 
prove to be one of the best classes that I've 
been involved with here at Alabama. In 
looking at this group at this point in the 
season, I don’t see any guys that | wouldn’t 
have taken as far as athletic ability. It cer- 
tainly has the potential to be an outstand- 
ing group long-term.” 

Thats a theme repeated by Tide coaches. 
The players in the class of 2000 may take a 
little time to develop, but when they ma- 
ture, watch out! “Overall on paper this is 
probably the most athletic class we've had,” 
Head Coach Mike DuBose said. “There are 
places where we aren't quite where we need 
to be, but overall it’s a fine group. I do 
think this class may turn out to be a little 
bit better (than 1999).” 

ne aspect of college football that is 
(Sites: from years past is how 
coaches view redshirting a player. 
The term refers to the practice of holding a 
player out a year (every college athlete is al- 


Linebacker Brooks Daniels is part of a freshman 
crew at that position expected to give Bama qual- 
ity play for years to come. Barry Fikes Photo 
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lowed five years to complete four years of 
eligibility, dating from the time he or she 
first enters college). Usually it was done to 
allow the athlete to adjust to college com- 
petition while also getting bigger and 
stronger in the weight room. It still exists, 
but many schools (including Alabama) 
have changed their views. DuBose doesn't 
like to redshirt his freshmen. He said he 
“looks for reasons to play” them. 

There are several factors driving that phi- 
losophy. When the need is great enough 
and/or the athlete is good enough, then the 
decision not to redshirt is obvious. Such 
was the case last season for Alabama where 
a lack of talent at outside linebacker pre- 
sented the opportunity for a physically and 
mentally precocious athlete like Rasheed, 
who was a starter beginning with Bama’'s 
opening game. 

But there are other reasons that Alabama 
is reluctant to redshirt, beginning with 
NCAA-mandated limitations on scholar- 
ships. “The biggest thing that has affected 
players redshirting has been the 85-scholar- 
ship rule,” Cottrell said. “From the stand- 
point of pure numbers, it puts increased 
pressure to play true freshmen. Other than 
line positions, redshirting simply isn’t the 
priority it was in the early seventies. 
Sometimes it’s better to play a guy for only 
10-12 plays per games than to redshirt him. 
Otherwise, he'll have no game experience 
his second year.” 

Another consideration, especially for the 
top players, is the early departure rule now 
in effect for professional football. Making it 
to “The League” is the dream of all college 
football players. And today’s exorbitant 
salaries (Chris Samuels reportedly pocket- 
ed over $10 million in signing bonus 
alone) make it reasonable that, given the 
proper opportunity, a highly-rated athlete 
will forego his senior year of eligibility. 
“The NFL taking players as juniors has re- 
ally made it where redshirting sometimes 
isn’t the best thing to do,” Cottrell said. “If 
a guy is good enough after four years to 
play in the National Football League, he’s 
going to go. Sometimes when you redshirt 
a player, you just lose that year.” 

And though coaches are careful what they 
say publicly, probably the main reason for 
the demise of the almost automatic redshirt 
year is academics. Recently, the NCAA im- 
posed strict progress towards degree crite- 
ria which require an athlete be on track to 
graduate in order to compete. No longer 
can athletes stay eligible by filling sched- 
ules with freshman-level and elective 
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courses. For poor students, that can be a 
problem entering a fifth year in college. 
“Some students are going to struggle to re- 
main eligible and you could lose them for 
their fifth year,” Cottrell said. “Although 
he might be in a position to stay in school, 
he still might not meet NCAA eligibility is- 
sues. You have to consider if a student will 
be able to play in his fifth year.” 

So except in the case of athletes (often 
linemen) who need a year of “up close and 
personal” attention in the Strength and 
Conditioning program, incoming freshmen 
can expect to play, especially if they experi- 
enced trouble qualifying. That's a challenge 
this year’s class relishes. “I think that’s a 
good philosophy,” said freshman defensive 
end Antwan Odom. “It sends a message 
that you've got to work hard. You've got to 
be ready when you get here. That's what | 
tried to do, | worked extremely hard back 
in the spring before I got to campus.” 

And with “early playing time” topping al- 
most every athlete's wish list, the philoso- 
phy also gives Alabama an edge on the re- 
cruiting trail. “That had a big influence on 


me during recruiting,” said Triandos Luke, 
freshman wide receiver. “Coach DuBose 
told me that he didn’t like to redshirt fresh- 
men. That tells me to go out there and 
work hard to show the coaches what I can 
do. I don’t think that most guys should be 
redshirted. To me, if you're ready to play, 
then the coaches should give you the op- 
portunity.” 


Ithough Luke is nursing a broken 
A™ that has him temporarily side- 

lined, prior to his injury he had 
earned a prominent role in the rotation at 
wide receiver and Tide coaches are eager 
for him to get back. Besides Luke, Dre 
Fulgham is part of the top group at wide- 
out, Derrick Woods has seen only limited 
action this year, but Wide Receivers Coach 
Dabo Swinney likes his potential. At this 
point, Tarry Givens is the only receiver ex- 
pected to redshirt. “At wide receiver we 
have some of everything,” is how Fulgham 
put it. “We have height, speed, size—just ev- 
erything you need, the total package for a 
receiving corps, With this group, I think 
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we've got our starters for several seasons to 
come.” 

In Carlos Andrews, Ray Hudson, Chris 
James and Thurman Ward, Alabama has 
talented defensive backs. But the Tide sec- 
ondary returned plenty of depth, and all 
the freshmen defensive backs except 
Andrews (who has played on special 
teams) are candidates for a redshirt year. 
That lack of playing time is not a barometer 
of talent. Johnson said. “Thurman Ward 
and Carlos Andrews will be outstanding by 
the time they leave here.” 

Among the various national-recruiting 
services, Alabama’s freshman class was a 
consensus top five pick, but the Tide's de- 
fensive line recruits were even more im- 
pressive. Unfortunately, the group’s imme- 
diate impact at defensive tackle has been 
limited by concerns, academic and other- 
wise. Mac Tyler has yet to enter The 
University as he works on getting eligible at 
Milford Prep Academy. And Anthony 
Bryant, projected by many as the most tal- 
ented athlete in the group, is only a partial 
qualifier, meaning he can practice but not 
play during the 2000 season. Also, Albert 
Means’ lack of conditioning (he reported at 
least 40 pounds heavier than his playing 
weight), followed by a sprained ankle, has 
so far crippled his ability to contribute sig- 
nificant minutes. 

All of the freshmen defensive ends should 
eventually play, though Gerard Clark is a 
likely redshirt this year. However, Nautyn 
McKay-Loescher and Antwan Odom have 
both impressed the defensive coaches with 
their long-term potential, with Odom al- 
ready being one of the first players off the 
bench at defensive end. “With myself, 
Nautyn, Albert and Anthony, you could be 
looking at the starting lineup of the future,” 
Odom said. “We've got some very good up- 
perclassmen. I’m just trying to learn from 
them, and hopefully when they leave I can 
take their spot.” 

“I've read the stories that talk about the 
athleticism of this class,” McKay-Loescher 
added. “And generally they start with the 
defensive line. I don’t think it’s gotten into 
any of our heads. Personally, I just consider 
it as a nice compliment. The freshmen “D” 
linemen have a little thing going on—me, 
Antwan, Albert and Anthony who unfortu- 
nately can’t play right now. But we've got 
good camaraderie. I definitely hope that we 
all can pan out, and do what the media 
guys have all predicted we’re capable of 
doing. | think we'll develop into a good 
unit, so long as we stay together as a team 
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Cornelius Wortham has been seeing playing 
time behind Saleem Rasheed at left linebacker. 
He had a defensive player's dream-come-true 
when he made a tackle for a safety in Bama’s 28- 


10 win over Vanderbilt. Barry Fikes Photo 


and not let individual goals get in the way.” 

Offensive line is another position where 
incoming freshmen faced stiff competition 
from talented upper-classmen. But all four 
signees, Wesley Britt, Justin Smiley, Danny 
Martz and Evan Mathis, are expected to 
contribute eventually. And in the case of 
Britt and Smiley, that will likely occur soon- 
er, rather than later. “I’m pleased with the 
offensive line recruits,” DuBose acknowl- 
edged. “Especially Justin and Wesley. We're 
real pleased with their athleticism and po- 
tential.” 

At this point, Martz and Mathis would 
have to be considered likely redshirts. And 
despite the fact that DuBose has made a 
point of saying that he's “looking for a rea- 
son” to play both Smiley and Britt, neither 
athlete has gotten into a game yet, leaving 
open the possibility that the two will be 
held out this season. 

Alabama only signed one special teams’ 
player last season. Matt Sanders was widely 
recognized as the best punter in the state, 
and virtually everyone (including the Tide 
coaches) expected him to take over the 
punting chores this season. However, ap- 
parently plagued by freshman jitters, 
Sanders was inconsistent during fall drills 
and lost the job to Lane Bearden. At this 
point barring injury to Bearden, it’s proba- 
ble Sanders will redshirt. 

In Brooks Daniels, Harold James, Donnie 
Lowe, Jason Rawls and Cornelius 
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Wortham, Alabama has a freshman 
linebacking corps that is extremely athletic. 
Which is a good thing, since the Tide was 
critically thin, especially on the outside. 
“There's no question that we've got several 
athletes in this class that have excellent 
long-term potential,” Johnson said. 
“Wortham, Daniels, Rawls, Lowe-all those 
guys are progressing steadily. But I see an 
ability and a work ethic in them where I be- 
lieve that in two to three years they'll be re- 
ally fine players.” 

All five athletes have played this year, 
though a knee injury has ended Rawls’ sea- 
son (it did occur early enough so that he 
can use his redshirt year). Lowe actually 
began the season as the primary reserve at 
middle linebacker, but Marvin Constant's 
continued recovery has bumped him to 
third on the depth chart. On the outside, 
the speed and athleticism of Daniels, James 
and Wortham bode quite well for Alabama's 
future at the position. “Right now Daniels 
and Wortham are right there together,” 
Johnson explained. “Daniels is a little 
faster, but Wortham is more often in the 
right place. James is behind because he re- 
ported late, but we're giving him as much 
work as we can. Hopefully, during the off 
week we can give him some individual at- 
tention.” 

True freshmen often see playing time at 
their respective positions when a lack of 
depth or injury provides an opening. But 
the more traditional route to playing time 
for newcomers during the first season of 
college football is on special teams. 
Fulgham, Andrews, Daniels, Wortham and 
Lowe have all seen action on the kickoff 
unit. Andrews, Daniels and McKay- 
Loescher have worked on the punt squad. 
James and Odom have worked on kickoff 
returns. And Wortham, McKay-Loescher 
and Daniels have contributed to the Tide’s 
punt return group. 

On special teams and at linebacker, 
Daniels is still learning the college game, 
but due to his natural talent he seems des- 
tined for greatness. However, talk to him 
for very long and you'll find that he’s just as 
impressed with his fellow newcomers. 
“Sometimes you do marvel at the athleti- 
cism of the guys out there,” Daniels said. “I 
think that if we can be patient and let 
things develop, then soon we can make a 
big impact on the team. Hopefully, if every- 
body just stays healthy, then we can have a 
group that will be looked back on as the 
greatest freshman class ever to come 
through.” 
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Antonio Carter: 
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Big Player In A Small Package 


by Jess Nicholas 


Number two in program is 
an Alabama crowd favorite 


he play sticks out like a floodlight in a 
| dark room: Five-foot-nine-inch 
Antonio Carter leaping high into the 
air to haul in Andrew Zow’s pass in the back 
of the end zone at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium. 
Carter's catch became a metaphor for the en- 
tire 1999 season. The undersized, overachiev- 
ing, and often-overmatched Crimson Tide 
going higher than anyone expected, captur- 
ing the Southeastern Conference champi- 
onship along the way. 

Antonio Carter, the dynamo from Rickards 
High School in Tallahassee, Florida, became a 
fast star for Alabama last year. Like many 
young athletes, he could have let the experi- 
ence go to his head, becoming cocky and 
conceited. But the soft-spoken, eloquent 
Carter is a walking contradiction. He is an in- 
credible athlete with superstar ability, yet in- 
dividual goals always come second to his 
team goals. 

An example is the jersey number Carter 
wears. Carter, of course, is Alabama’s 
“Deuce,” wearing the number 2 made famous 
by the do-everything David Palmer. For many 
recruits, the opportunity to wear certain 
numbers factoregl heavily in their school de- 
cisions. For instance, former Alabama wide 
receiver Eric Locke (who has since trans- 
ferred to Tennessee) made it clear that the 
chance to wear number 2 was a factor in his 
signing with the Tide. For Carter, though, it 
wasn't a big deal. 

“Actually, | wanted number 13, my high 
school number,” said Carter. “But Kecalf 
Bailey already had it. Coach DuBose and 
Coach Cottrell (Head Coach Mike DuBose 
and Recruiting Coordinator Ronnie Cottrell) 
came to me and asked me to wear number 2.” 

Carter agreed to the coaches’ request. It 
didn’t take him long, though, to realize the 
importance of the number to Alabama fans. 

“The coaches told me that the fans would 
cheer ‘Deuce’,” Carter said. “They said it 
would sound like booing, but it wasn’t. The 
first time I made a catch and heard it, it was 
exciting.” 

However, Carter is not known as “Deuce.” 
He's known to his coaches and teammates as 
“AC.” 

While jersey numbers were not high on 
Carter's list coming out of high school, the 
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style of offense was. Carter was attracted to 
Alabama's plan for a high-powered passing at- 
tack, and wished to become a part of it. The 
atmosphere of Tuscaloosa and the team also 
factored into his decision. 

“Coach Stubbs (Charlie Stubbs, quarter- 
back coach and play-caller)was a big reason I 
came here,” Carter said. “He really likes to 
spread things out. Being a receiver, I like that. 
And then there was Coach Cottrell. He's a 
great recruiter, and I’ve known him since I 
was in the eighth grade. When I came here 
on my (recruiting) visit, I got to meet a lot of 
the players, and I liked them too.” 

The prospect of early playing time appealed 
to Carter as well. “I knew I had a chance to 
come in and compete right away,” he said. “I 
knew we'd be throwing the ball a lot. Quincy 
Jackson had graduated and Eric Locke had 
left, so 1 knew I had an opportunity. | knew if 
I would hit the weight room and learn the 
plays, I could play early.” 


( arter found himself in the regular rota- 
tion at wide receiver almost from the 
first game. His track star speed, supe- 

rior agility, and good hands made him a fa- 

vorite target of Tide quarterbacks Andrew 

Zow and Tyler Watts. But while Carter be- 

came an early staple of the Tide’s receiver ro- 

tation, nothing would compare to the perfor- 
mance Carter would have in front of the citi- 
zens of his home state. 

Following a tough loss to Louisiana Tech 
and a mistake-filled victory over Arkansas, 
Alabama headed to Ben Hill Griffin Stadium, 
better known as “The Swamp,” in 
Gainesville, to take on the Florida Gators. No 
one gave the Tide much of a chance for victo- 
ry. Talk centered not on winning the game, 
but on how bad the loss would be and 
whether the outcome would hasten the end 
of the Mike DuBose coaching era at Alabama. 
But as is frequently the case, the expectations 
by fans didn’t mirror the performance of the 
team. And Antonio Carter would soon find 
himself in the center of the Crimson storm of 
celebration. 

The Tide pulled off one of the biggest up- 
sets in its storied history, a 40-39 overtime 
win over the Gators. Carter was one of the 
focal points of a passing game that netted 336 
yards on the day. 

Carter caught nine passes for a total of 93 
yards, but none were bigger than his acrobat- 
ic catch at the beginning of the fourth quar- 
ter. 

“It was my first game starting,” Carter said. 
“Tim Bowens was out with a shoulder injury 
and Shamari Buchanan was hurt as well. 
Coach Swinney came to me the night before 


and told me I would be starting. I wanted to 
go out the next day and make some big plays 
for the offense. When it was over, I felt like 1 
had been a factor in the game.” 

Trailing 22-19, Carter ran a post pattern 
into the back of the end zone. From 14 yards 
away, Andrew Zow threaded the needle, and 
Carter leapt high into the air to snare the 
pass. When his feet next touched the ground, 
Alabama had the lead en route to an improba- 
ble victory. 

The oddity was that a week later, in a win 
over Ole Miss, he would have only two passes 
thrown his way. In a loss to Tennessee he 
would get only one reception. However, he 
did have five catches against LSU and five 
more in the rematch against Florida when 
Bama won the SEC Championship with a 34- 
7 romp in Atlanta. And for the year Carter 
was Alabama's second-leading receiver with 
29 receptions for 280 yards and three touch- 
downs. Carter also had six rushes for 23 
yards. He added to those totals as the Tide's 
leading receiver in the Orange Bowl with four 
receptions for 38 yards, including a touch- 
down in overtime. 


or Carter, the recruiting process had 
been a tough one, as his friends and 


family were pulling in opposite direc- 
tions. “Alabama wasn’t a hard sell, but my 
mom wanted me to go to Florida,” Carter 
said. “But she let me make my own decision.” 

Carter's friends, meanwhile, wanted him to 
go in a different direction. “A lot of my 
friends wanted me to go to Florida State,” he 
said of the university in his hometown. 
“Bobby Bowden continued to recruit me even 
after I committed to Alabama. He didn’t pres- 
sure me, though. I like Coach Bowden. But if 
Lhad to do it all over, I'd pick Alabama again. 
I like it here.” 

Carter was a high-profile prospect, a 
SuperPrep All-America. 

“My stepdad was a big Gator fan,” said 
Carter, “but he’s a Bama fan now.” 

The 1999 season in the books, Carter con- 
centrated on improving himself in expecta- 
tion of a run for a national championship. “I 
worked a lot in the weight room in the off 
season,” he said. “I studied the offense; | 
studied coverages a lot. | tried to add some 
weight.” 

Carter knows that Freddie Milons is the 
main man of the Tide offense, yet he is com- 
fortable playing a supporting role for now. 
“We all know the focus is on Freddie,” he 
said. “But I know that we have to get 
stepped-up play from me, Jason McAddley 
and Sam Collins as well.” 

Carter is listed as a first-teamer on offense 
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(he, Milons, McAddley and Collins are all 
listed as first team, although they don’t al- 
ways all start), and as Milons’ back-up in 
many special teams roles. “Right not, I’m be- 
hind Freddie in all those (kick return) 
things,” said Carter. “He's a great player. He 
might leave after this year, though, and if he 
does, it will be up to me to come in and make 
those plays he makes now.” 

Even though it is a team goal to win the na- 
tional championship, Carter says the team re- 
alizes that road got quite a bit tougher with 
the loss to UCLA. 

“We have to move on and play better now,” 
he said. “I didn’t play well in that game, and 
I'll have to step up in the future. Since then, 
I've worked harder than I did all summer. In 
the UCLA game, I felt like I was playing like 
a freshman all over again.” 

“We just couldn’t get anything going in that 
game. The offense was very frustrated,” said 
Carter. 

Carter is optimistic, however. “We set goals 
in the spring to win the national champi- 
onship,” he said. “The loss set us back, but 
we'll be okay. We still have a great chance to 
get to the Orange Bowl. The whole Orange 
Bowl week was a great experience last year, 
and we want to get back there again.” 

Antonio, who will be 20 years old on 
October 15, showed in the spring that his 
goals are high as he won the “Jerry Duncan I 
Like To Practice Award.” 

Carter comes from a family of college foot- 
ball players. His father, Sam Carter, was a tail- 
back at Florida A@M, graduating in the late 
1970s. A brother, Sam, Jr., played wide re- 
ceiver at Idaho State, graduating in 1996. 
Another brother, Tim, is currently a starting 
cornerback at Tulane. Tim will graduate with 
a degree in education, following in the foot- 
steps of their mother, who is a teacher. 
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Antonio Carter made a difference as a freshman wide receiver for Alabama's football team last year. He 


has high goals for the Crimson Tide. 


Antonio is majoring in communications with 
a minor in education. “I want to broadcast 
someday,” he said. 

While Carter may find himself in the broad- 
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cast booth one day, it will have to come after 
his career in football is over. If his talent and 
attitude are any indications, that day will 
come later rather than sooner. 
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Kecalf Bailey: 


He Shares What He’s Learned 


by J. E. Lisby 


Often-criticized, senior 
impresses his teammates 


or even the most highly-touted athlete, 
dreams don’t always play out as antici- 
pated. The hard reality of college football 
has a way of derailing the most careful plans. 
But for those who persevere, results are satisfy- 
ing, and the hard times make the reward 
sweeter. 
Entering his senior year at Alabama, Kecalf 
(pronounced Kelf) Bailey has had his share of 


difficulties. But none of it has soured him, and 
as a veteran he’s seen just about everything. 

Bailey recalls vividly the green teenager who 
arrived on campus four years ago. “It seems 
like it was just yesterday when I was a fresh- 
man,” Bailey said. “I was just a little skinny kid 
coming to college. | was bright-eyed, didn’t 
know what to expect. Of course with my 
growing up in Tuscaloosa, it was always a 
dream of mine to play college football at The 
University of Alabama.” 

Bailey was a multi-sport star for powerhouse 
Tuscaloosa Central. A state champion in the 
55-meter dash, he loved football, and helped 
take his team to a state title as a junior. His se- 
nior year brought more success, another run 
deep into the state playoffs and individual 
honors as Parade All-America. So it was that 
Tide fans expected great things immediately 
from the hometown star. 

His freshman year was hardly the best of 
times at Alabama. Gene Stallings had resigned 
as head coach and Mike DuBose had taken 
over with all the turmoil that normally accom- 
panies staff changes. Coaches were learning on 
the job, and players wondered at their roles. 
And while the team did have talent, it also had 
some significant holes, which meant that true 
freshmen (including Bailey) got thrown into 
the fire of SEC competition. “He had to play 
some as a youngster,” said Defensive 
Coordinator Ellis Johnson. “And he got 
burned. I think he’s probably been criticized 
unduly in a lot of cases. He’s drawn a lot of 
tough assignments at times. It's easy to see 
those guys out there in the secondary, and the 
mistakes they make. A lot of times those mis- 
takes are partly the fault of a lack of pass rush 
or other things. But he always came back with 
a good attitude and good work habits.” 

It was a tough year all around, for the team, 
for the fans, and for the young cornerback. 
One of eight true freshmen to see action that 
first season, Bailey played in all 11 games, but 
inexperience had him playing catch-up from 
the start. “When I think back on it, sometimes 
I think that I wasn’t ready,” Bailey admitted. 
“At Central | played all zone (defense), ‘cover 
three’ and ‘cover two.’ 1 had no man-to-man 
coverage skills; 1 was just trying to get by on 
talent alone. I was able to make a few plays, 
but a lot of times my lack of experience put 
me at a disadvantage. | had to get in there and 
learn in pressure situations.” 

As all of Bailey's coaches point out, despite 
the difficult times he never gives less than his 
very best. But college fans (especially ones ac- 
customed to success) can be an unforgiving 
lot. And the diminutive athlete (Bailey is gen- 


Senior defensive back Kecalf Bailey lost out for 
a first team job at cornerback, but he’s willing to 
do anything he can to help the Crimson Tide 
football team win. Barry Fikes Photo 
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erously listed as 5-10) became the target of 
pointed criticism. 

“Most of the comments that I would hear 
would be from people passing,” Bailey said. 
“Out in the community they feel that they 
know you well enough that they can say any- 
thing to you. They'd tell me ‘You need to get 
bigger, and I'd just have to smile. | took the 
early criticism as motivation, and it has helped 
me out a lot. But yeah, a lot of things were 
said.” 

Most athletes and coaches will tell you that 
they ignore the bad press-don’t read the news- 
paper and turn off the radio. But one way or 
another it almost always filters through. “I’m 
sick and tired of hearing, ‘Kecalf is too small,’ 
Bailey said. “Sometimes its frustrating not to 
be able to easily put on more pounds. I was 
150-odd pounds when I first got here. Now, 
I've gotten up to 175 before, but with three-a- 
days it always drops down. I'm about 170-168, 
in that range. | want to put on more weight, 
not for me, but to please everybody else. But 
how I look at it, its the way a person perceives 
himself. When I’m on the field, I just don’t see 
myself as small. I’m not afraid of anything on 
that field. So anytime you hear that refrain 
‘Kecalf is too small,’ well, that’s just the way 
they feel. I feel like I play big; bigger than my 
size.” 


hat'’s an attitude appreciated by the Tide 
staff. Charlie Harbison, the defensive 


backs coach for Alabama, describes 
Bailey as a “feisty, competitive” young man 
who “doesn’t back down, no matter what.” But 
what he appreciates most is the senior's selfless 
attitude. “Whatever he’s asked to do within the 
system, he'll handle,” Harbison said. “Whether 
its cornerback, nickel back or special teams, 
Kecalf will do it. He just goes about his busi- 
ness and works. He's not a verbal guy, but he’s 
a leader for us. Along with Tony (Dixon) and 
Marcus (Spencer), he’s one that the young 
guys look to for leadership.” 

There's that word again. Leadership. It’s a 
mantra repeated by Tide Head Coach Mike 
DuBose, his staff and also by individual Tide 
players. Coaches can't do it all. Leadership, es- 
pecially from the seniors, is required for any 
team to achieve success. During his first three 
seasons at Alabama, Bailey has seen both sides. 
“In this sport when you're winning it’s all 
about the team concept,” Bailey explained. 
“But when you're losing sometimes there are 
guys thinking about what they can do to put 
themselves at the next level. But last season 
Cornelius Griffin, Shaun Alexander and Chris 
Samuels, those guys were our leaders. 

“Everyone respected Chris as a leader,” 
Bailey continued. “One thing about Chris, he 
always went out and practiced and practiced 
hard. Chris went through so many injuries last 
season, and he still practiced each and every 
day. That's a guy that I look up to and respect; 
that’s a guy that I want to lead me. At times he 
did say, ‘Guys, we have to go out and do this 
or that,” and he would give a speech. Nothing 
long, just short and to the point. But when 
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guys like that stand up and speak, yes, we lis- 
ten. We definitely listen. Personally, I'd rather 
have a leader to lead by example.” 

As a senior, Bailey understands very well the 
leadership responsibility that rests with the 
older players. And as an athlete with first-hand 
memories of Alabama's most recent losing sea- 
son, he also brings some hard-earned wisdom 
to the task. “I try to go out each and every day 
to practice hard,” Bailey said. “I care too much 
about this team to do otherwise. | try to stress 
to the guys things that happened in the past. If 
we are showing resemblance to what hap- 
pened in that 4-7 season, then I bring that to 
the guys’ attention, and I'll try to make a 
change to make things better. The seniors do 
think that it’s our job to take the program back 
to where it needs to be. We've been a part of 
the bad times, and now we're seeing results. 
We're trying to set the pace for classes to 
come.” 

Setting the pace is one thing, but the 
Tuscaloosa native has taken the concept of 
leadership a step beyond. As his position 
coach noted, Bailey has gone out of his way to 
teach the younger defensive backs on the 
team, even at the expense of his own starting 
role. “I did help Gerald Dixon a lot last year,” 
Bailey acknowledged. “And he wound up 
starting in my place. But you see, that’s when 
the team concept comes back in again. If 
you're out there playing for yourself, you're 
not going to win a championship on your 
own. In order for this program to keep going 
up, it has to start with the younger players. I 
try to teach them as much as I can. If they 
have a question, they know that they can 
come to me.” 

Older players taking younger athletes under 
their wing isn’t that unusual in sports. 
However, normally it’s a case of a starter help- 
ing along a promising reserve, or a veteran 
backup mentoring a budding star. But halfway 
through the 1999 season, the Tide coaches 
made the decision to go with youth and Bailey 
had to yield his starting job to Dixon. 

And Bailey’s disposition couldn’t have been 
helped when torn ligaments in his ankle side- 
lined him for several crucial games—games in 
which Dixon (with Bailey's help) solidified his 
hold on the starting job. “Because of my foot 
injury, I was on the sideline watching,” Bailey 
said. “And from my own experience | knew 
that it was hard for a true freshman to go into 
a big-game situation and play. So anytime I 
saw (Dixon's) eyes gloss up like maybe he was 
a little unsure, | took him aside and talked to 
him. After all, | had been through that. For in- 
stance, I knew about LSU’s offense. They 
sprint the quarterback out, and then they're 
going to run the deep out with the receiver. I 
told him, ‘Gerald, just look for the quarterback 
to sprint, and then get ready for that out.’ And 
the next series he went out there and got an 
interception. 

“I don't see it as hurting myself. I’m getting a 
lot of enjoyment by seeing him make a play, 
because | feel like I'm a part of it. I guess that’s 
just the way | was raised. My mom taught me 


the importance of helping others. It may be 
surprising to some, but again it's the team con- 
cept. That's what should come first.” 


nother life-lesson provided by Bailey's 
Awe was respect for education. As 

Kecalf tells the story, it began all the 
way back in kindergarten when a young moth- 
er made certain her son far exceeded expecta- 
tions, mastering words up to the fifth grade 
level. And its a lesson he’s carried with him to 
college, where he’s been Academic All-SEC for 
the last two seasons. 

In fact, education and sports have combined 
to provide Bailey with a future career. “My 
major is in General Health Studies, and I'm 
going to graduate school for Athletic Train- 
ing,” Bailey said. “I've been accepted into the 
program, and actually I’m a student trainer 
right now for football. I love sports, and I can’t 
see myself working in any other field. But I've 
always thought that coaching was too stress- 
ful, so I don’t know that I'd want to coach a 
team. But Athletic Training is helping athletes 
get back on the field. I know how tough it is to 
get hurt and how much you want to get back 
to playing. If 1 can improve someone's recovery 
time, getting them back on the field to play as 
soon as possible, then I'll feel good about my- 
self.” 

Bailey is actually in the middle of a 
practicum, working since August as a student 
athletic trainer. He arrives at the athletic com- 
plex early each day to help in the training 
room, before heading off to position meetings 
and from there to practice. He took some rag- 
ging early on from his teammates, but since 
then he’s managed the dual roles with aplomb. 
“At first it was a rough transition,” Bailey ad- 
mitted. “Guys didn’t want to accept what | was 
doing, and I guess I would be the same way. I 
would look at another player trying to hook 
me up to this electrical stimulation machine 
like he was crazy, but they're getting more 
comfortable with me. Now a lot of the guys 
come to me now saying, ‘Kecalf, you know 
about this. Should this be hurting like this? 
What do I need to do?’ Now they might be a 
little more comfortable talking to me instead 
of going to the doctors.” 

But as much as he enjoys the challenge of 
working with the medical staff, Bailey still has 
some other more pressing work left to do. He 
may not be starting, but so far in 2000 Bailey 
has been a fixture in Alabama's dime (six de- 
fensive backs) package and on special teams. 
And his playing time at backup cornerback 
has been increasing as well. “I see myself as 
the best,” he said firmly. “I definitely view my- 
self as a starter, somebody who can go out 
there and do it every down. I feel that whenev- 
er I get on the field that plays will be made. 

“Tve always been happy about my choice of 
schools. One thing I can say is that I've be- 
come a man here at Alabama. I want to go out 
and leave this university on a good note and 
feel good about myself. Whenever my oppor- 
tunity comes again, I see it as being something 
special, because I'm going to give it my all.” 
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Men’s Basketball: 


Gotthried : 
Expects 
Excellence 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide has talent, depth, and 
experience to be strong 


labama Head Basketball Coach Mark 
Avex has seen up close how pre- 

eason rankings can sometimes be more 
premature than just that season. Most thought 
Alabama’ football team was pointing towards 
greatness in 2001, but the pre-season ratings 
this year built up what appear to be false 
hopes. Now Alabama's men’s basketball team is 
receiving some pre-season support in the polls 
(15th in The Sporting News). Gottfried doesn't 
completely discount high expectations, “I 
think we have a chance to be pretty good,” 
Bama’s third-year head coach said. “But a lot of 
times we can get ahead of ourselves. As embar- 
rassing as it is, we have to remember that we 
won only 13 games last year.” 

Still, Gottfried has good reason for opti- 
mism. The worst thing that happened to the 
Crimson Tide last year is the best thing about 
this year’s team. That’ the return of Jeremy 
Hays for a fifth year. Hays, a 6-10, 260-pound 
center, was injured early last season and sat 
out the year after undergoing knee surgery, a 
primary reason Bama finished with a 13-16 
overall record and 6-10 Southeastern 
Conference mark. As a junior Hays had aver- 
aged 12.0 points and 8.4 rebounds per game 
(an SEC-leading 10,0 rebounds per game in 
league contests). 

With four returning starters from last year 
to go along with Hays, Gottfried has reason 
to be optimistic. But he likes more than just 
the athletic ability and the experience of his 
team, more than the depth that has been 
built. “This is a beautiful team as far as chem- 
istry and character,” Gottfried said. “They are 
great kids. Two of them (Hays and Alfred 
Moss) have already graduated, one Jim 
Bakken) will graduate in December, two 
more (Tarik London and Terrance Meade) 
next fall, and then our only junior (Sam 


Alabama’s five seniors are ready for Coleman 
Coliseum action. They are (front) Tarik London 
and (back, left to right) Alfred Moss, Jeremy 
Hays, Doc Martin and Jim Bakken. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Haginas) will graduate sometime next year. I 
think having kids like that gives you great 
leadership and makes you a better team.” 

The one player lost from last year’s team is 
not insignificant. Schea Cotton averaged a 
team-leading 15.5 points per game before 
electing to leave school after his sopho- 
more-and first Bama~season. 

Hays is not the only Tider returning from 
injury. Kenny Walker, a 6-9, 214-pound in- 
side player missed over a month of last sea- 
son when he had to have a rod surgically in- 
serted into his leg. Travis Stinnett, a 5-11] 
guard, has been at Bama for two years and 
has practically no experience. An injury suf- 
fered in late 1998 was finally corrected with 
surgery last winter, but it was spring before 
he was able to participate in pick-up games. 

The Tide also felt the sting of the injury bug 
this summer. Senior guard Terrance “Doc” 
Martin and freshman signee wing player 
Gerald Wallace both fractured a foot. 

“T anticipate us being 100 per cent,” 
Gottfried said. “Jeremy's knee is strong, but 
we have had some concerns about some pain 
in his shins, which could be the beginning of 
a stress fracture. And Kenny (Walker) had 
the rod removed from his shin.” 

Gottfried added, “The concern is the inside 
guys, Jeremy and Kenny. The doctors say they 
will be fine, but both have missed playing 
time in the off-season. Jeremy doesn’t need 
those pick-up games because he’ a fifth-year 
senior, but Kenny would have gained from it. 
But as long as they are healthy, I’m satisfied. 
The team changes with them in there.” 

In the same area, Gottfried is very pleased 
with the strength and conditioning of the 
team. “I think they took five days off after last 
season, then got in the weight room,” the 
coach said. “And they stayed there through- 
out the summer and fall. I've been around a 
lot of teams and this one may have worked 
harder than any I’ve seen. They've built them- 
selves up and it should benefit us.” 

Hays went from 245 to 260. Erwin Dudley 
went from 225 to 240 on his 6-8 frame. Rod 
Grizzard added 19 pounds and is now 6-8, 
205. Kenny Walker, 6-9, has gone from 214 
to 225. Tarik London, 6-1, will go into the 
season at 200, up 10 pounds. Alfred Moss, 6- 
8, went from 215 to 225. Terrance Meade, 6- 
2, also gained 10 pounds, to 190. And Jim 
Bakken, 6-6, went from 205 to 215. 

Gottfried is pleased with more than just the 
results of the off-season program. He likes 
having a team that has demonstrated a will- 
ingness to work hard, because he says it's 
going to take that for a successful season. 

Bama also got back a couple of players who 
looked to be gone last spring. Sam Haginas, a 
6-8, 235-pound forward who missed part of 
last season with a shoulder injury, had planned 
to give up basketball, but changed his mind 
and returns to the team. And Alfred Moss, 
who had been a partial qualifier as a freshman, 
earned his degree and the additional year of el- 
igibility that goes with it this summer. 
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Mark Gottfried begins his third year as Alabama’s head men’s basketball coach and expects this to be a 


very good Tide team. 


ottfried breaks his team down to out- 
GG players and inside players, with 

some able to play both at wing and in- 
side. The coach said, “What we like are inter- 
changeable parts, and | think we've got 
that...guys who can play a lot of different po- 
sitions. Because of that we'll have the best 
depth we've had since I’ve been here. But the 
main thing is we want to find the five who 
play together best.” 


University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 
Hays is going to have a spot in the line-up, 
but several others deserve that, too. Last 
year’s four starters—point guard Tarik London, 
guard Terrance Meade, wing player Rod 
Grizzard, and inside player Erwin Dudley. But 
that doesn’t mean that will be the starting 
line-up. Walker was starting to look like a 
front-line player before he suffered a stress 
fracture in his leg. Terrance “Doc” Martin was 
a part-time starter last year, and his defensive 
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talents make him a valuable commodity. And 
one of the most anticipated newcomers in 
Alabama history, freshman Gerald Wallace, 
could play either inside or outside. 

“I think we'll continue to improve our of- 
fense, to score more points,” Gottfried said. 
“We're more athletic and we have the speed 
and depth to play more of the up-and-down 
fast break game we've talked about since we 
got here.” 

Gottfried added, “Having Jeremy back 
makes us a better defensive team inside, and 
having more depth means we can play more 
aggressively. Too many times last year we had 
only six or seven guys available, and that af- 
fects the way you can play defense.” 

Indeed, Bama played back-to-back games last 
year with half of the 12 scholarshipped players 
in street clothes, injured and unable to play. 

Much of that depth will still be young, but 
it will be experienced. “We had three fresh- 
men who learned the hard way last year,” 
Gottfried said. “I thought all three of 
them—Rod Grizzard, Terrance Meade and 
Erwin Dudley-should have made the 
Freshman All-SEC team. None of them did. I 
think that will motivate them this year. But 
more important is the experience. They had 
to play every night last year and they got 
some bumps. But hopefully there’s a reward 
for that coming soon.” 

[Last year Grizzard was the league's second- 
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leading freshman scorer at 13.2 per game and 
the fifth best rebounder at 5.1 per game; 
Dudley was the leading freshman rebounder 
at 8.5 per game; and Meade was the league's 
number four scoring freshman at 11.5.] 

Gottfried pointed out that this will be the 
first time since he’s been Bama’s head coach 
that most of the players will be familiar with 
the system when practice begins on October 
14. “This year they'll know the system and 
they'll know what practices are going to be 
like, which makes us more efficient,” the 
coach said. 

The newcomers in addition to Wallace 
could also figure in. They are forward Reggie 
Rambo (6-7, 281), guard Demetrius Smith 
(6-3, 215), and walk-on guard Antoine 
Pettaway (6-0, 165). [Signee Dan Banko has 
decided not to play basketball as he enters 
the school of engineering at The University. ] 

Gottfried was pleased with the play of 
London at point guard at the end of last sea- 
son. “He became a good player during confer- 
ence play last year,” Gottfried said. London 
averaged 3.8 assists per game last year, but 
5.1 per game in SEC contests. “And we began 
to get good outside shooting from Rod 
Grizzard and Terrance Meade on the wings,” 
Gottfried added. “This year we'll have that, 
plus we'll feature Jeremy on the inside. 
Jeremy had a bunch of double-doubles as a 
junior, 14 of them, so we should have good 
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inside-outside balance. That can be a lot of 
trouble for opponents if they have to pick 
their poison.” 

Generally speaking, the outside players will 
be London, Meade, Grizzard, Martin, 
Stinnett, Smith, Bakken and Pettaway on the 
outside, Wallace a true swing player between 
inside and outside, and Hays, Dudley, Walker, 
Haginas, Moss, and Rambo inside. 

Gottfried’s coaching staff includes Philip 
Pearson, like Gottfried a former Tide player; 
Tom Kelsey, who is back on the job after hav- 
ing had a kidney removed in summer cancer 
surgery; and new assistant Johnny Jones, who 
will fill the void left by the death of Robert 
“Rah Rah” Scott. 

While practice officially begins Saturday, 
October 14, Coleman Coliseum is expected 
to have a large crowd on hand late on the 
night of Friday, October 13. That’s because 
Bama will have a “Midnight Madness” cele- 
bration to open practice. A group of students 
convinced Gottfried to have the event. “But,” 
Gottfried said, “we'll have another practice 
Saturday when we'll get down to real work.” 

Bama will be practicing and playing on a 
new hardwood court this year, one that will 
give Bama more practice space. “And it was 
needed,” Gottfried said. “We had reached the 
end of the life of the old floor.” There will 
also be some reconfiguration of seats, bring- 
ing fans closer to the action, the coach said. 
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Women’s Basketball: 


Tide Expects To Return To Elite 


by Ted James 


New and returning players 
provide high expectations 


ll good things come to an end and for 
At University of Alabama women’s 

basketball program it came to a dis- 
appointing end last season. The Crimson 
Tide, which had a long history of 20-win 
seasons and NCAA Tournament appear- 
ances, had time (and injuries) catch up. 

The Tide didn’t fall completely off the 
women’s basketball map. A winning record 
(15-14) and an invitation to the Women’s 
National Invitation Tournament (WNIT) are 
nothing to be ashamed of, but Alabama had 
higher expectations for the last season of the 
millennium. 

The Alabama lineup battled through nag- 
ging injuries and for the first time in over 
five years the Tide roster didn’t list any expe- 
rienced, high profile veterans. What the Tide 
did have was some talented newcomers and 
returning players with limited playing time. 

“I'm not making excuses for last season,” 
said 12th-year head coach Rick Moody. 
“However, it was a unique year in many cases. 
We depended on inexperienced players and 
were slowed by nagging injuries, but I still felt 
like we were physically capable of competing. 

“Two things really hurt our team last year. 
The first was our inability to make plays at 
critical times and the other was the rash of 
injuries that kept key players out of the ro- 
tation in games and practice. One of our 
strengths in recent years has been our game 
preparation, but the missed practices due to 
injury kept us from doing that as successful- 
ly as we would have liked. And, in the end I 
think that started to affect our confidence.” 

Moody and his staff used this past off-sea- 
son to deal with some of those areas, While 
last season the Tide depended on untested 
players, the 2000-01 campaign sees all of 
those players returning with a year of sea- 
soning. Bama also welcomes a class of seven 
newcomers to provide the team with depth 
and increased skills. 

In addition, Moody and the Tide are look- 
ing forward to the variety of opportunities 
that a new season presents. 

“That is one of the best things about bas- 
ketball,” said Moody. “Each game is a fresh 
start and each year is a fresh start. This sea- 
son is an opportunity for all of us to make 
amends for last season’s disappointment. 

“Returning players had the chance to get 
healed over the summer and can now focus 
on the things they need to do better this 
year. The new players have the opportunity 
to demonstrate the talents that brought 
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Shondra Johnson was second team All-SEC last year as a sophomore and is expected to be a leader for 
the rebuilding Crimson Tide women’s basketball team this season. She is Bama’s top returning scorer 


and was fourth in the SEC in assists last season. 


them to Alabama. If things can fall into 
place for us, I feel like we have the opportu- 
nity to return to a prominent level in the 
SEC and the national picture.” 


University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


ship and in basketball a great deal of 
that responsibility often falls on the 
shoulders of the point guard. This season 


< . uccess in any sport depends on leader- 
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the Tide returns one of the best in the SEC 
at that position in junior Shondra Johnson. 
Johnson, a second-team All-SEC selection 
last year, is the team’s top returning scorer at 
12.7 points per game and ranked fourth in 
the league in assists (5.3 per game). 

Freshman Manisha Redus will start the 
season as Johnson's backup. The daughter of 
former major league baseball player Gary, 
Redus is a gifted athlete with all the tools to 
be a successful point guard. 

“Initially, Shondra will be our point,” said 
Moody. “She has played the position well 
during her career. I like the fact that 
Manisha can also play the role that allows us 
to play Shondra on the wing some. Both 
players are solid and I’m excited about what 
they bring to our team.” 

The most experienced and deepest posi- 
tion on the floor for the Crimson Tide will 
be on the wings with six returning players 
and four newcomers vying for time on the 
perimeter. Alabama should get a great deal 
of production both offensively and defen- 
sively from this group thanks to the variety 
of talents each player brings to the table. 

“Collectively this is an exceptionally tal- 
ented group,” Moody said. “We have pure 
athletes, great shooters, slasher scorers, 
playmakers and tough defenders in this mix. 
I really like the number of players we have 
because it gives us good depth. One ques- 
tion I have is whether this group can be 
counted on physically for a whole season.” 

Seniors Nicole Carruth, Boo Barnes and 
Taquilla Allen saw a great deal of playing 
time at those spots last year. Carruth has 
battled a chronic ankle injury her whole ca- 
reer while Barnes has moved back to the 
wing after seeing some time at the point last 
year. Allen, one of the team’s top scorers a 
year ago at 12.5 points per game, will sit out 
the first semester for academics reasons. 

Redshirt sophomore Beth Vice looks to 
make her return after missing last season re- 
covering from a pair of knee surgeries. Vice, 
the 1998 Miss Basketball in Kentucky, gives 
the Tide a solid outside shooting threat. 
Sophomores Ferris Peters and Shun Hunter 
are also wing candidates, and either or both 
could see some playing time in the paint. 
Peters brings height to the wing at 6-0, 
while Hunter is a solid rebounder and natu- 
ral athlete who also competes as a triple- 
jumper for the Tide track and field team. 

Katrina “Binky” Martello and Oreal Taylor 
are a pair of signees who have the opportu- 
nity to make their marks on the wing. 
Martello, the reigning Miss Basketball in 
Florida, is a tall (6-0) shooter with great 
range. Taylor is a gifted scorer with great 
athletic skills. 

“Binky and Oreal could be big keys for us 
this year,” said Moody. “I think both of them 
have a chance to make immediate impacts 
on this team.” 

A pair of walk-ons rounds out the list of 
perimeter players. Mary Kathryn “Capper” 
Reed and Mandy Lard are both tough, hard- 
working players. Lard could be one of the 


OCTOBER 2000/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


best defenders on the team while Reed 
brings consistency and determination. 

The post position will again be an area of 
importance to the Tide’s success. Both 
starters return from a year ago in senior Joni 
Crenshaw and junior LaNisha Cartwell. 
Cartwell finished the 1999-2000 season very 
strong while Crenshaw is coming off her 
best season for Bama averaging 7.8 points 
and a team-high 5.6 rebounds a game. 

“LaNisha is a huge factor for us,” said 
Moody. “She is extremely talented and if she 
plays consistently she could be a dominating 
force for us on both ends. Joni is the type of 
player that all teams need. She is a leader on 
and off the court.” 

Sophomore Leigh Papisan provided the 
Tide with depth at both positions in the 
paint last year. Junior college transfer 
Sparkle Smith brings an added tenacity and 
athleticism into the post mix. Jamilah Johns, 
a 6-4 transfer from LSU, will sit out this sea- 
son but should provide the team with a 
good challenge in practice this year. 

“Leigh is coming off a tremendous rookie 
season,” said Moody. “She proved that she 
could compete at this level and spent the 
off-season getting even stronger. Sparkle can 
fill a huge void for us with her ability to re- 
bound and score in the paint. I’m glad that 
Jamilah is getting a chance this year to get 
settled into our system and | look for her to 
be a big help to us during our preparation 
time.” 


hile Moody is excited about the 
team he has assembled, another 
item that gets him fired up is the 


schedule that the Tide will play this season. 
“| think this year’s schedule is demanding 
and challenging,” Moody said. “But it also is 
very opportunistic. Our non-conference 
schedule is a good balance of teams while I 
think our home schedule is the most attrac- 
tive, from a fan’s standpoint, that we’ve ever 
had.” 

Alabama's schedule features 11 home con- 
tests including eight games versus teams 
that played in the postseason last year. The 
Tide hosts Tulane, Michigan State and 
Memphis in its first three home games. 
Southeastern Conference powers Tennessee 
and Georgia along with cross-state rival 
Auburn are all making appearances in 
Coleman Coliseum this year. The Tide will 
compete in Chicago, New York and Nassau, 
Bahamas, to participate in some regular-sea- 
son tournaments. Postseason participants 
Cal-Berkeley, Creighton and Massachusetts 
all are slated to face Alabama in tourney ac- 
tion. SEC trips to Georgia, Auburn, Vander- 
bilt and LSU also await the Tide. 

“I look forward to having a chance to get 
rid of the disappointing taste left by last sea- 
son,” said Moody. “A new year brings new 
challenges and I feel that this group is ready 
to meet those. We are looking to re-establish 
the tough mentality needed to win because 
winning is what is expected at The 
University of Alabama.” 
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2000-01 Men’s Roster 


Hgt Wet Cl Exp 


No Name, Pos Hometown 


2 Gerald Wallace,F 6-7 210 Fr HS Childersburg 

4 Reggie Rambo, F 6-7 218 Fr HS Lena, La. 

5 Tarik London, G 6-1 200 Sr 3L Savannah, Ga. 
14 Terrance Meade,G 6-2 190So 1L Scottsboro 
20 Terrance Martin,G 6-3 205 Sr 3L Tuscaloosa 
21 Rod Grizzard, G 6-8 205So 1L Birmingham 
22 Travis Stinnett,G 5-11 170S0 Sq Maryville, Tenn. 
23 Demetrius Smith,G 6-3 215 Fr HS Hogansville, Ga. 
25 Jim Bakken, G 6-7 215 Sr 1L Carrollton, Texas 
35 Erwin Dudley, F/C 6-8 240 So IL Uniontown 
40 Alfred Moss, C 6-8 225 Sr 3L Newnan, Ga. 
42 Kenny Walker, F/C 6-9 225So0 1L Jacksonville, Fla. 
43 Sam Haginas, F 6-8 235 Jr 2L Mobile 
50 Antoine Pettaway, PG 6-0 165 Fr HS Camden 
52 Jeremy Hays, C 6-10 260 Sr 3L Boaz 


Head Coach: Mark Gottfried 


Assistants: Johnny Jones, Tom Kelsey, Philip Pearson 


2000-01 Men’s Schedule 


Date Opponent CST 
Nov. 8 Global Sports (Exh.) 7:00 
Nov. 15 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 7:00 
Nov. 20 Troy State 7:00 
Nov. 25 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 7:00 
Nov. 30 Louisville (Fox Sports TV) 7:00 
Dec. 4 Grambling 7:00 
Dec. 7 Wofford 7:00 
Dec. 9 Akron @ Birmingham Hardwood Classic TBA 
(Also, Auburn vs. Detroit) 
Dec. 16 North Texas @ Mobile Coors Classic 9:05 


(Also, South Alabama vs. Louisville) 
Puerto Rico Holiday Classic @ San Juan 
Dec. 20 Northern lowa 
(Subsequent games to be determined. Other participating teams 
are Clemson, Florida Atlantic, Cincinnati, Youngstown State, 
American University-Puerto Rico, Washington) 


Dec. 30 Alabama State 7:00 
an. 2 Southeast Louisiana 7:00 
an. 6 @ LSU (J-P TV) 12:30 or 3:00 
an. 9 @ Tennessee (ESPN) 8:00 
an, 13 Mississippi State (SEC TV) 5:00 
an. 17 Ole Miss (J-P TV) 7:00 
an. 20 @ Arkansas (SEC TV) 4:00 
an. 23 Kentucky (ESPN) 8:00 
an. 27 Auburn 7:00 
an, 31 @ Vanderbilt TBA 
Feb. 3 LSU 7:00 
Feb. 7 @ Mississippi State 7:00 
Feb. 10 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 14 South Carolina 7:00 
Feb. 17 Ohio State (CBS) 2:30 
Feb. 21 @ Auburn TBA 
Feb. 24 @ Florida (J-P TV) Noon 
Feb, 28 Arkansas (J-P TV) 7:00 
March 3 @ Ole Miss TBA 
March 8-11 SEC Tournament @ Nashville TBA 
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Alabama Basketball Rosters, Schedules 


2000- Ol Weems Roster 


o Name, Pos Hgt Cl Exp Hometown 
7 Taquilla Allen,G/F 5-10 Sr 1L Pleasant Grove 
4 Sparkle Smith, F 5-11 Jr Tr Detroit, Mich. 
11 Shun Hunter, F 5-11 So IL Pensacola, Fla. 
12 Nicole Carruth, G 5-8 Sr 3L Sulligent 
15 Manisha Redus, G 5-7 Fr HS Decatur 


20 Beth Vice, G/F 5-11 So IL Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


21 Shondra Johnson, G 5-9 Jr  2L New Orleans, La. 
22 Capper Reed, G 5-4 Fr HS Guntersville 

23 Shantell Taylor, F 5-10 Fr HS Courtland 

24 Boo Barnes, G 5-9 Sr IL Montgomery 


30 Binky Martello, G 
33 Joni Crenshaw, F 
34 Leigh Papisan, F/C 


6 Fr HS 
6 
6 
40 Ferris Peters, G/F 6- 
6 
6 
5 


Sr 3L 
So 1L Hoover 
So 1L Baton Rouge, La. 


0 Milton, Fla. 
1 
1 
1 
-+ Jr Tr Starkville, Miss. 
2 
8 


Meridian, Miss. 


42 Jamillah Johns, C 
45 LaNisha Cartwell, C 
Mandy Lard, G 


Je 2L Montevallo 
Fr HS 


Hoover 


Head Coach: Rick Moody 


Assistants: Brittney Ezell, C.C. Moorer, Mike Murphy 


2000-01 Women’ Schedule 


Date Opponent CST 
Nov. 2 Uralmash BC, Russia (Exh.) 7:00 
Nov. 9 SBC Prerov, Czechoslovakia (Exh.) 7:00 
Nov. 17 @ Samford 7:00 
Nov. 22 Tulane 7:00 
Illinois-Chicago Thanksgiving Tournament 
Nov. 24 California 4:30 
Nov. 25 Illinois-Chicago or South Alabama 1:00 or 3:30 
Nov. 28 @ South Alabama 7:00 
Dec. 2 @ Belmont 2:00 
Dec. 6 Memphis 7:00 
Dec. 10 Michigan State (ESPN) TBA 
Sun Splash Shootout @ Nassau, Bahamas 
Dec. 20 Creighton 6:00 
Dec. 21 Oklahoma State or Eastern Michigan 6:00 or 8:00 
St. Peter's Holiday Classic @ Jersey City, NJ. 
Dec. 29 Massachusetts 4:30 
Dec. 30 St. Peter's or Fairleigh Dickinson 4:30 or 6:30 
Jan. 4 Alabama A@M 7:00 
Jan. 7 @ Georgia TBA 
Jan. 11 Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 14 South Carolina 2:00 
Jan. 18 Ole Miss 7:00 
Jan. 21 @ Mississippi State 2:00 
Jan. 25 @ Kentucky 6:00 
Jan. 28 @ Ole Miss 2:00 
Feb. 1 Arkansas 7:00 
Feb. 4 Tennessee 2:00 
Feb. 8 @ LSU 7:00 
Feb. 11 @ Auburn 2:00 
Feb. 18 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 
Feb. 22 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 25 Florida 2:00 
March 1-4 SEC Tournament @ Memphis TBA 
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nine Prospects: 


Site pA pata 


Wed 


Williams A Good Catch For Bama 


by Shannon Terry 


Tide off to good start 
for early signing period 


n old saying in college athletics is 
Avni is like shaving. If you 

don’t do it every day, you're a bum.” 
And so, while fans are focused on one re- 
cruiting season, perhaps even one prospect, 
the recruiters have to keep forging ahead. 
Last year those who follow Alabama men's 
basketball were focused on the recruitment 
of star forward Gerald Wallace. Bama Head 
Coach Mark Gottfried and his staff were at- 
tentive to that chore, but they were also 
working ahead, laying the groundwork for 
adding one of the top point guards in the 
Southeast. 

Thus, Alabama has in hand the commit- 

ment from Maurice “Mo” Williams. 

Williams, 6-1, is from Jackson, 
Mississippi, and hails from the same high 
school, Murrah, that produced former 
Crimson Tide standout James “Hollywood” 
Robinson. Williams had scholarship offers 
from every basketball power in the nation. 
Last June he decided to end the speculation 
and the recruiting process by announcing 
that he will sign with Alabama when the 
early signing period for winter and spring 
sports begins on November 8. 

Dave Telep of RivalsLOOHoops.com is a 
nationally-renowned basketball recruiting 
analyst. He said, “Maurice is one of my fa- 
vorite players in the class. He's a top-flight 
shooter and a point guard who also has ex- 
ceptional wing guard skills. There’s no ques- 
tion that he ranks among the best guards of 
the class of 2001, and given the talent level 
of this year’s class, that’s a pretty big state- 
ment.” 

During his junior campaign, Williams reg- 
istered 26 points, 7 assists and 3 steals per 
game. Williams selected Alabama over 
Indiana, Georgetown, Tennessee and Ole 
Miss. 

Along with landing a point guard, it is es- 
sential that the Tide staff find a replacement 
for senior center Jeremy Hays. The Alabama 
staff had to regroup after their top low post 
target Larry Turner from Milledgeville, 
Georgia, decided to sign with Georgia. Even 
though the 6-10 center has indicated he 
may take an official visit to Tuscaloosa in 
October, all indications point to him honor- 
ing his commitment to the the Bulldogs. 

Nevertheless, Alabama recruiters are ru- 
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mored to have rebounded very well from 
that setback. Bama is considered to be 
among the leaders for Trinity Valley 
Community College (Texas) center 
Moustapha Diagne, who is originally from 
Senegal, West Africa. Diagne, 6-11 and 235, 
is one of the top three center prospects in 
the nation among junior college performers. 

Diagne took an official visit to the 
University of Alabama on the weekend of 
September 9 and reportedly had a favorable 
trip. Diagne, who excels as shot blocker and 
rebounder, is expected to select between 
Alabama and New Mexico. 

Another low post player who could take 
an official visit to Alabama is Louisville 
(Kentucky) Ballard High School power for- 
ward/center Brandon Bender. Along with 
the Crimson Tide, the 6-10 Bender is con- 
sidering a host of potential suitors including 
Kentucky, Memphis, Georgia Tech, DePaul, 
LSU and Colorado. While Bender has the 
physical skills to someday be a collegiate 
All-America, he has displayed stretches of 
inconsistency and has some college coaches 
questioning his commitment to the game. 


Missing Prospects 

Something of an oddity is that the state's 
top prospect, Ousmane Cisse, 6-10, 245, 
considered to be one of the nation’s top ten 
players, is not considering Alabama or 
Auburn. The Mali, West Africa, native 
lives with a guardian in Montgomery and 
plays for St. Jude. Cisse was reportedly 
going to entertain visits from only six 
schools from a list including Louisville 
(where his brother plays), Kentucky, Duke, 
North Carolina, Arkansas, UCLA, 
Michigan, Purdue, Georgia Tech, Georgia, 
Florida State and Virginia. He does not in- 
tend to sign in the early period. 

Additionally, one of the nation’s top ju- 
nior college basketball prospects will not 
be an Alabama prospect, primarily because 
of a previous connection he has with the 
Crimson Tide program. Antonio Falu is a 
top prospect this season out of San Jacinto 
Junior College in Texas. Four years ago he 
committed to Alabama while a junior in 
high school in Houston. That resulted, ul- 
timately, in Alabama self-reporting an 
NCAA infraction and Assistant Basketball 
Coach Tyrone Beaman being dismissed 
from the staff of former Head Coach David 
Hobbs. 

Since then Falu, a 6-4 guard, signed with 
Houston, but allegations of academic irreg- 
ularities postponed his university career. 
He is being recruited by the likes of 
Arkansas and St. John’s. —Kirk McNair 


The Alabama staff has made a strong push 
for Memphis (Tennessee) White Station 
High School shooting guard Earnest 
Shelton. The 6-3 Shelton is one of the na- 
tion’s premier perimeter shooters. He 
canned 126 three-pointers and averaged 21 
points per game during his junior campaign 
and led his team to a 34-4 record and a state 
championship. Shelton projects as a full aca- 
demic qualifier. He is an excellent student 
and scored a 21 on his first ACT attempt. 
Shelton has scheduled an official visit to 
Tuscaloosa and he is expected to choose be- 
tween Alabama, Wake Forest and Tennessee. 

Another shooting guard who has been 
linked with the Crimson Tide is Dwayne 
Mitchell of J.E Kennedy High School in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. Mitchell, 6-4, could play 
shooting guard or small forward at the colle- 
giate level. He averaged 15 points and 8 re- 
bounds per game during his junior cam- 
paign. Mitchell favors Auburn over 
Oklahoma and Alabama. 

The past few years, the state of Alabama 
has been a fertile ground for talent and this 
year is no exception. The most likely in- 
state prospect to ink with the Tide is 
Woodlawn High School small forward 
Anthony Vasser. The 6-7 Birmingham native 
saw his stock skyrocket after impressive per- 
formances this summer during the AAU and 
camp circuit. Vasser has exceptional perime- 
ter skills and could play three different posi- 
tions at the collegiate level. Alabama is in a 
heated recruiting battle for Vasser's services 
and will have to fend of Auburn, Georgia 
Tech and UAB. During his junior season, 
Vasser averaged 14 points, 9 rebounds, and 
5 assists per game, helping Woodlawn to the 
6A State Championship. He projects as a full 
qualifier. 

Two other players who could work into 
the Tide's plans are Charles Frederick, a 6-0 
guard from Boca Raton, Florida and Jay 
Williams, a 6-7 small forward from 
LaGrange, Georgia. 

Frederick is a two-sports star that also ex- 
cels on the gridiron. One of the top five 
overall football prospects in the Sunshine 
State, Frederick is adamant about playing 
both sports at the collegiate level. He's ex- 
pected to sign a football scholarship in 
February and is leaning to Florida State, 
with Alabama a close second. 

Mitchell is also a two-sport star with a fu- 
ture in both baseball and basketball. He is 
expected to sign a basketball scholarship, 
but will wait to the late period before mak- 
ing a decision. He is currently receiving in- 
terest from a host of ACC and SEC schools, 
primarily Alabama, Clemson, and Florida. 
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Football Prospects: 


State Skill Position Players Shine 


by James Edwards 


This ranks among best 
crop of backs, receivers 


here is no getting around it. No mat- 

| ter how important the big guys-line- 

men and linebackers—are in football, 

the men who receive most of the glory and 

attract most of the attention from fans who 

follow recruiting are the ones who get their 

hands on the football, the skill position 

players. And in some cases, that attention is 
more than justified. 

This year the Alabama high school ranks 
have produced two of the nation’s most 
highly-rated football prospects, and both of 
them are skill position players. The atten- 
tion of recruiters is on a five-mile stretch of 
Highway 431 in Gadsden. That's because 
Westbrook Christian in Rainbow City is the 
home of quarterback Brodie Croyle, consid- 
ered by many to be the nation’s top pros- 
pect; and nearby at Etowah High School in 
Attalla is tailback Carnell Williams, ranked 
among the nation’s top three running backs. 

Of course, that’s not all there is. This year 
the high schools in Alabama have produced 
a number of top players with electrifying 
skills, and it is natural that many have at- 
tracted the attention of college football 
coaches around the state, region and nation. 
There are as many as a dozen prep seniors in 
Alabama who will be signed by Southeastern 
Conference schools, a few more who will 
sign with other Division I programs, 
Alabama is thought to be involved with a 
handful of the very best of these. 

Here is a look at some of the top skill posi- 
tion players in Alabama this year. Prospects 
are listed alphabetically by position. 

QUARTERBACK 

Cole Barthel, 6-1, 205 pounds, 4.6 (40- 
yard dash time) from Decatur High School, 
is the team leader on the best 6A team in 
North Alabama. He has a terrific arm and 
his speed is legitimate. He passed for 1,174 
yards, eight touchdowns, with only three in- 
terceptions as a junior. He will have numer- 
ous offers in football, but his primary sport 
may be baseball. He is a dynamite third 
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Brodie Croyle 


baseman and catcher who batted .529 with 
six home runs, four triples, and had 38 runs 
batted in. He was selected the Co-MVP of 
the area in baseball. He is originally from 
Louisiana and LSU will be hard to beat for 
his services. He has offers from Alabama and 
LSU in baseball. He is considering LSU, 
Alabama, UAB, Southern Miss, Louisiana 
Tech, Georgia Tech, South Carolina, and 
Arkansas. 

Steven Bouldin, 6-5, 220, 4.5 from 
Crossville is seen by many as a defensive 
end, linebacker, or tight end in college. He 
does have good quarterbacking skills and 
was very productive as a junior. He passed 
for 1,145 yards and 11 touchdowns, while 
rushing for 987 yards and seven touch- 
downs. He was the Dekalb County Player of 
the Year and also made all-state. He has 
committed to Auburn and did it early. 

Josh Crouch, 6-3, 165, 4.8 from 
Washington County in Chatom, has a strong 
arm, but is still developing his overall game. 
He is accurate with his throws and he sees 
the field well. He amassed 1,700 yards pass- 
ing his junior year with 13 touchdowns, 
plus he rushed for 350 yards and three 
touchdowns. He attended five camps this 
summer (Alabama, LSU, Arkansas, Ole Miss, 
Southern Miss) and that really enhanced his 
college opportunities. Those schools along 
with Kentucky have his interest. Alabama 
leads. 

Brodie Croyle, 6-3, 190, 4.65 from 
Westbrook Christian in Rainbow City, is the 


s/h 


nation’s number one signal-caller and possi- 
bly the best field general in Alabama high 
school history. All agree he is the total pack- 
age, physically and otherwise. He has been a 
starter since his eighth grade year and has 
improved each year until this season. He 
sets goals for himself and he has achieved 
each one so far. He finished his junior year 
with 2,838 yards, 35 touchdowns with just 
seven interceptions and that along with his 
senior year (two completions, 10 attempts, 
one interception, zero touchdowns, 49 
yards) brings his career totals to 526 com- 
pletions, 1007 attempts, 38 interceptions, 
105 touchdowns, and 9,323 yards. His se- 
nior year came to an abrupt ending in the 
first quarter of his first game when he tore 
an ACL. That season-ending injury did not 
affect his status as one of the nation’s top 
prospects. He blew away the competition at 
the Elite 11 quarterback camp in California, 
and that field included several college start- 
ing quarterbacks. He owns nine state 
records. He has narrowed his choices to four 
and they are Alabama, Florida State, 
Oklahoma, and Miami. 

Tarvaris Jackson, 6-2, 215, 4.7 from 
Sidney Lanier High School in Montgomery, 
is a solid prospect who has a strong arm, 
and is very mobile. He passed for 900 yards 
and three touchdowns as a junior while 
rushing for 500 yards and two touchdowns. 
He has the ability to play safety or lineback- 
er in college, but prefers quarterback. He 
shares the backfield with Keldrick Williams 
and that has cost him some attention. He 
will be eligible and he’s looking at Auburn, 
Alabama, Tennessee, South Carolina, North 
Carolina State, LSU, Clemson, and South 
Florida. 

Spencer Pennington, 6-4, 200, 4.62 from 
Fayette County High School in Fayette, is 
the state’s second best signal-caller and a 
player who has developed more over the 
past two seasons than any quarterback in 
Alabama. He has brought his game to an 
elite level and his college possibilities are a 
testimony to his hard work. He transferred 
to Fayette County as a junior and showed 
his ability by passing for 1,545 yards, 16 
touchdowns and only seven interceptions. 
He is also a standout third baseman who 
will likely be drafted very high. He batted 
.429 with 15 home runs, 11 doubles, and 57 
runs batted in. He is already qualified and 
will get scholarship offers in both sports. 
Mississippi State and Alabama head his list, 
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while Tennessee, LSU, and Kentucky are still 
battling. 

Some other Alabama prep quarterbacks 
who are getting looks are: 

Jesse Bailey, 6-2, 190, 4.6, Birmingham 
Woodlawn; Andrew Pickett, 6-4, 195, 4.8, 
Montevallo; Gerald Thompson, 6-1, 190, 
4.63, Irvington Alma Bryant; Brandon 
Turner, 5-11, 170, 4.4, Elkmont; Jeff 
Winslett, 6-2, 185, 4.7, Trinity West 
Morgan; and Randy Woods, 5-11, 170, 4.4, 
Huntsville Johnson. 


RUNNING BACK 

Tavaurus Doyle, 6-2, 198, 4.55 slotback 
from Clay Chalkville High School in Pinson, 
is a versatile runner who has decent speed 
and catches well out of the backfield. He led 
his team to the state championship as a ju- 
nior by rushing for 998 yards and 14 touch- 
downs, while catching passes for 457 yards 
and seven more touchdowns. He may be 
best suited for strong safety or outside 
linebacker in college. He is looking at 
Auburn, Alabama, Southern Miss, Ole Miss, 
and South Carolina. 

Kendal Gibson, 5-11, 233, 4.6 from 
Aliceville, is a bruising fullback prospect 
who has the physical game to make an im- 
mediate contribution in college. He plays 
tailback in high school. He finished his ju- 
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nior year with 2,281 yards and 26 touch- 
downs while making all-state. His stepfather 
is Walter Jones, who was a superstar for 
Florida State and now with the Seattle 
Seahawks. He is listing Mississippi State, 
LSU, Florida State, Tennessee, and Georgia. 

Kelsey Sheppard, 6-0, 210, 4.5 from 
Prattville, transferred from Billingsley High 
School as a senior. His junior year he 
showed he was very capable of carrying the 
load. He rushed for 1,100 yards and nine 
touchdowns while displaying an ability to 
bounce off tacklers and make big plays. He 
may be the state’s top sleeper and a player 
who will blossom in college. He has his 
hopes set on Alabama, Auburn, Georgia 
Tech, Georgia, or Tennessee. 

Carnell Williams, 6-0, 195, 4.42 from 
Etowah in Attalla, is a top-notch runner 
who has played in big ball games since his 
freshman year. He is the state’s top running 
back, and also the top defensive back in 
Alabama high school ranks. He was the 
Class 5A Player of the Year as a junior after a 
spectacular season in which he had 2,627 
yards and 35 touchdowns, His career num- 
bers stack up as 571 carries, 4,806 yards, 
and 64 touchdowns in just 45 games. He led 
his team to the state championship as a ju- 
nior, and he is off to a tremendous start his 
senior year. He is a true receiver out of the 
backfield, returns kickoffs with electrifying 
moves, and is a hard, sure tackler from the 
secondary. He will be qualified and he is 
looking at Alabama, Tennessee, Florida 
State, Notre Dame, and LSU. 

Keldrick Williams, 5-9, 195, 4.4 from 
Sidney Lanier in Montgomery, has been de- 
scribed as a faster version of Tennessee's 
Travis Henry. He was the Montgomery 


Player of the Year after racing for 2,504 
yards and 30 touchdowns his junior year. He 
will qualify and is considering Auburn, 
Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia, Nebraska, 
FSU, and Michigan. 

Lorenzo Williams, 6-0, 180, 4.5 from G. 
W. Long in Skipperville, is a running back 
and cornerback prospect. He is the third 
Williams in the state to surpass the 2,000 
yard mark in rushing his junior season. He 
led his Class A team to the state semi-finals 
by rushing for over 2,300 yards and 25 
touchdowns. He also is a stellar cornerback 
who had 87 tackles and four interceptions as 
a junior. He will qualify and is interested in 
Auburn, Alabama, Arkansas, Tennessee, and 
LSU. 

Other running backs drawing attention 
are: 

Santia Haire, 6-0, 185, 4.85, Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest; Rusty McIntyre, 6-1, 220, 4.5, 
Decatur; Frank Nunn, 5-10, 180, 4.5, 
Jemison; Abious Stallworth, 6-2, 210, 4.6, 
Birmingham Wenonah; Bill Stover, 5-11, 
190, 4.4, Moulton Lawrence County; Lynn 
Thompson, 5-10, 175, 4.6, Irvington Alma 
Bryant; Antonio West, 6-1, 250, 4.7, Mobile 
Davidson; and Leartist Williams, 6-2, 230, 
4.7, Mobile Davidson. 

WIDE RECEIVER 

Ratavious Biddle, 6-1, 170, 4.4 from 
Decatur, is quickly becoming the best true 
wideout in Alabama this year. He is pol- 
ished, runs great routes, and is sure handed. 
He finished his junior year with 27 recep- 
tions for 553 yards and scored four touch- 
downs. He is extremely versatile and could 
play cornerback in college. He had three in- 
terceptions as a junior and some say corner- 
back is his best position. He also returned 
kickoffs and punts for five touchdowns. He 
also is very good in track and he placed in 
several events. He is already qualified and 
favors Alabama, Auburn, North Carolina 
State, Georgia, LSU, FSU, and Florida. 

Brandon Brooks, 5-5, 155, 4.3 from Shades 
Valley near Birmingham, is probably the 
state’s smallest prospect but also the fastest. 
He is extremely explosive on punt returns 
(seven punt return touchdowns over two 
years and 21.5 yard average) and his kickoff 
returns consistently give his team field posi- 
tion on the opponent's side of the 50-yard 
line. He did have 600 yards rushing with 
three touchdowns, plus 205 yards receiving 
and two touchdowns as a junior. He is the 
state indoor 55-meter champion with a time 
of 6.51, and he clocked a 10.8 100 meters. 
He is already qualified and committed to 
Alabama. 

Jimmy Brown, 6-0, 175, 4.35 from 
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Ratavious Biddle 


Anniston, may be considered a sleeper by 
some, but he has great speed and has shown 
an ability to make the acrobatic catch. He 
clocks a 10.5 (100 meters) and 21.9 (200 
meters). That burner speed allowed him to 
catch 35 passes for 400 yards and three 
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touchdowns as a junior. He will qualify and 
he is looking at South Carolina, Florida 
State, Georgia, Auburn, and Vanderbilt. 
Donell Horton, 5-9, 175, 4.4 wingback 
from Etowah in Attalla, may be the best 
combination wide receiver/runningback in 
the state. He is a major threat every time he 
touches the ball. He shares the backfield 
with Carnell Williams but he does get his 
moments of glory. He rushed for 755 yards 
and 15 touchdowns as a junior, plus caught 
passes for 337 yards and two more touch- 
downs. He is on track to qualify and he 
wants to look seriously at Alabama, Georgia, 
Auburn, Miami, and Southern Miss. He is 
related to Derrick Nix at Southern Miss. 
Anthony Mix, 6-4, 223, 4.45 from Baldwin 
County in Bay Minette, is the state’s pre- 
miere wide receiver prospect. He is still a lit- 
ue raw, but his knowledge of the game is 
growing with every snap. He has shown big 
play capability and he is very hard to con- 
tain with one man. He caught 24 passes for 
515 yards and 12 touchdowns as a junior. 
He could grow into a tight end, or he may 
even develop into a defensive end. He runs a 
10.6 hundred meters and he displays it with 


Brandon Brooks 
regularity on the field. He lists Alabama, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, LSU, Auburn, and 
Michigan State. 
Lance Rhodes, 5-11, 183, 4.45 from 
Hoover in Birmingham, is a talented young 
man who mans the quarterback slot as a se- 
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nior, but was a smooth receiver (projected 
as his college position) as a junior. He 
caught 17 passes for 200 yards and two 
touchdowns as a junior, while posting 64 
tackles and one interception at free safety. 
His precise route running and sheer speed 
caught the eyes of Coach Hal Mumme at the 
Air Raid camp and he made an official offer 
on the spot. Lance was impressed with the 
opportunity so he made his commitment to 
Kentucky. 

Michael Robinson, 6-3, 195, 4.4 from 
Jackson Olin in Birmingham, is a bona fide 
prospect on both offense (wide receiver) and 
defense (linebacker). As a junior he had 30 
receptions for 751 yards and 11 touchdowns 
and 91 tackles, four sacks, seven intercep- 
tions, and three blocked punts. He is already 
qualified. He is focused on Alabama, 
Tennessee, North Carolina State, Auburn, 
and Georgia. 

Other wide receiver prospects in Alabama 
are: 

Desoious Alston, 6-0, 175, 4.5, Theodore; 
Courtney Bolden, 6-1, 200, 4.6, Decatur; 
Jason Caldwell, 6-0, 183, 4.5, Birmingham 
Hoover; Brian Hastins, 6-0, 187, 4.6, 
Flomaton; Daniel Rumley, 6-5, 215, 4.64, 
Hoover; Earnest Vinson, 5-10, 165, 4.4, 
Lawrence County; Josh Wesley, 6-3, 180, 
4.6, Eutaw Greene County; and Ed 
Williams, 6-4, 192, 4.5, Montgomery Lee. 

DEFENSIVE BACK 

Reprobatus Bibbs, 5-11, 175, 4.6 corner- 
back from Courtland, picked off 14 passes 
as a junior and ran six back for touchdowns. 
He is extremely athletic and he shows a 
sense of knowing when to make his break. 


Anthony Mix 

He had 70 tackles to go with his picks. He 
also is an SEC caliber basketball prospect 
(25 points, six assists, four steals per game) 
and whoever signs him may be getting a star 
in two sports. He still must qualify, but he is 
looking at Alabama, Clemson, Auburn, 
UAB, South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisville, 
and Mississippi State. 

Carlos Hendricks, 5-10, 175, 4.4 from 
Sidney Lanier in Montgomery, is a standout 
cover cornerback who loves man-to-man sit- 
uations and can be very sticky. He finished 
his junior year with 55 tackles and three in- 
terceptions. He has a 35-inch vertical jump. 
He is already qualified, and considering 
Clemson, Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, Ole 
Miss, Tennessee, and Southern Miss. 
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Anthony Madison, 5-10, 175, 4.42 from 
Thomasville, is the best athlete of all the de- 
fensive backs in Alabama, and he could line 
up as a receiver, runningback, and return 
specialist in addition to cornerback. He had 
over 2,000 all-purpose yards as a junior with 
19 touchdowns. He also shows terrific 
hands in the secondary with eight career in- 
terceptions. He also is a sure tackler. He may 
be the state's best pure athlete. He is looking 
at Alabama, Auburn, Ole Miss, Mississippi 
State, and Southern Miss. 

Chris Pointer, 5-11, 175, 4.42 from 
Lawrence County in Moulton, is a corner- 
back who loves to play on an island. He 
likes the challenge of pressure situations and 
he responded well as a junior with 48 tack- 
les and eight interceptions. He made all-area 
and all-state in football and he is also a 
tremendous track performer. He should 
qualify and already has an offer from 
Mississippi State. He is also looking hard at 
Alabama, Auburn, UAB, and Louisville. 

Cory Turner, 5-10, 208, 4.58 strong safety 
from Shades Valley, is a tough individual 
who battled back from injury as a junior to 
finish with 81 tackles and four intercep- 
tions. He has a 36-inch vertical jump which 
helps him in pass coverage. He is an excel- 
lent student. He is interested in Auburn, Ole 
Miss, Southern Miss, Alabama, Duke, and 
UAB. 

Andre White, 6-0, 192, 4.43 cornerback 
from Theodore, is a tremendous talent who 
played in just six games as a junior due to a 
separated shoulder. He is the brother of 
Marcus White who signed with Auburn a 
year ago. He is known as a terrific cover 
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man who isn’t afraid to put a helmet on the 
man with the ball. He had 30 tackles and 
seven interceptions in just six games. He is 
already qualified and looking at Auburn, 
FSU, LSU, Tennessee, and Southern Miss. 

Other defensive backs drawing the atten- 
tion of recruiters include: 

Maurice Cunningham, 6-4, 200, 4.4, 
Oxford; Antwon Fegans, 5-10, 187, 4.5, 
Oxford; Roman Harper, 6-1, 175, 4.6, 
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Prattville; Tershikiya King, 6-2, 185, 4.5, 
Theodore; Eric Oliver, 6-1, 195, 4.6, Walker 
of Jasper; Randy Smith, 6-0, 185, 4.5, 
Gadsden; Deonte Tanniehill, 6-2, 187, 4.4, 
Thompson of Alabaster; Michael Troupe, 6- 
0, 205, 4.5, Athens; Jamar Tucker, 6-4, 208, 
4.6, Goshen; and Jamie Wright, 6-2, 195, 
4.5, Red Level. 
KICKERS 
Four place-kickers and one punter are 
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drawing limited attention from recruiters. 
The place-kickers are: 

Hal Hughston, 5-10, 150, Tuscumbia 
Deshler; Ryan Proctor, 5-11, 150, Austin of 
Decatur; Pat Vining, 5-11, 185, Athens East 
Limestone; and Brian Zorbini, 5-9, 150, 
Walker of Jasper. 

The top punter in the state is Justin 
Schrimsher, 6-2, 220 of Athens East 
Limestone. 
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